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Introduction

On Jan. 28, 2025, the Winkler Police Service notified the Independent Investigation Unit of
Manitoba (IIU) of an incident.

The written notification disclosed the following information:
Written excerpt from Part 7 Notification received on Jan. 30, 2025:

Notified by AP of a theft of one 4L jug of milk by SO - an off-duty officer. SO (off duty) enters the store
and walks towards the coolers. SO removes a 4 litre jug of milk and walks towards the exit doors and
walks out of the store. SO does not stop to look at any other items in the store. No attempt to pay.

As this matter concerned a theft by an off-duty officer, the IIU assumed responsibility for this
investigation in accordance with Sec. 75(1) of The Police Services Act. 11U investigators were
assigned to this investigation.

ITU investigators obtained the following information from the RCMP, among other items:

e notes, narratives and reports of officers
e video surveillance

The civilian director designated one subject officer (SO). IIU investigators also received
information from the affected person (AP).

Facts and Circumstances

Scene Examination

IIU investigators attended to the scene, spoke with AP and retrieved video footage from the
convenience store. No canvass was required because the entire event was caught on the video
surveillance.

Interviews

Affected Person

AP was interviewed by IIU investigators on Jan. 30, 2025, and provided the following
information:

AP stated that he was working on the date of the incident. He noticed SO in the store and then
saw him leave with a 4-litre jug of milk in his hands. AP was not entirely sure if SO had paid for
the milk at the front till and decided to review the video surveillance.

AP was able to see SO walk over to the milk cooler, grab a 4-litre jug of milk and then directly
exit the store, without paying. AP was familiar with SO and was able to identify him. AP
checked the till records for the purchase of a 4-litre jug of milk at the time SO was present. He
confirmed no record of a milk purchase was made at that time.

AP made it clear that he was surprised that SO would do this and was not sure how to handle the
situation, so he contacted the Winkler Police Service to report the matter. At a later date, AP
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made it clear that he would prefer for this matter to be handled outside the criminal process if
possible.

Subject Officer

In accordance with his rights, SO declined to be interviewed by IIU investigators. SO, through
his counsel, gave 11U investigators documentation about his personal circumstances at the time,
along with the steps he has taken to rectify his personal situation. SO acknowledged that he
inadvertently took the milk without paying because his mind was pre-occupied with a personal
incident. SO was extremely apologetic and hoped that he could speak to AP directly to apologize
for his mistake.

Other evidence

Video Footage

Footage from inside the store clearly shows SO enter the store and walk directly over to the milk
cooler. SO can be seen grabbing the 4-litre jug of milk and proceeding directly to the exit,
without any attempt to pay for the milk.

Once outside, SO enters his vehicle and remains in the store parking lot for approximately
another minute before driving away. SO is not noted to be driving away from the store quickly or
erratically.

Applicable Law
Section 334 of the Criminal Code of Canada was reviewed, along with the applicable case law in the
assessment of this incident.

Conclusion

Taking into account the evidence, AP’s wishes and SO’s restorative efforts, no further action is
required. Therefore, no charges are recommended and the IIU investigation is now completed
and closed.
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