
 

August 17, 2026 
Case Number: 2025-0033 

IIU concludes investigation into death of a dog in 
Swan Lake First Nation 

 
The Independent Investigation Unit of Manitoba (IIU) has concluded its investigation into the 
shooting death of a dog in Swan Lake First Nation. 
 
On July 9, 2025, the Manitoba First Nations Police Service (MFNPS) notified the IIU of an 
incident that occurred on June 11, 2025, at approximately 7:32 a.m. According to the 
notification, an MFNPS officer attended a residence on Swan Lake First Nation to make an 
arrest. No arrest was made. Upon leaving the residence, the officer was bitten by a dog. The 
officer returned to the residence a short time later and fatally shot the dog. 
 
As this matter concerned the shooting death of a dog, the IIU assumed responsibility for this 
investigation in accordance with Sec. 75 of The Police Services Act. IIU investigators were 
assigned to this investigation. 
 
The civilian director designated one subject officer, one police associate and one witness 
officer. One civilian witness provided a statement, and investigators also spoke with an 
affected person. 
 
At the end of the IIU investigation, the file was sent to the Manitoba Prosecution Service for a 
Crown opinion. Following a review and consideration, the Crown was of the view that 
although the officer’s conduct is concerning, the available evidence does not support criminal 
charges under the Criminal Code or charges under the Animal Care Act, the provincial 
legislation governing the treatment and lawful destruction of animals. 
 
Following due consideration of all the circumstances, the civilian director will not be 
authorizing charges. The investigation is now complete. The civilian director’s complete 
report is available at www.iiumanitoba.ca. 
 
The details of the investigation were first announced on July 10, 2025. 
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Media inquiries may be directed to: 
Communications and Engagement 
newsroom@gov.mb.ca 

 
Information on the IIU can be found at www.iiumanitoba.ca or at 
www.twitter.com/IIUManitoba. 
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